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Job Description
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Postdoctoral Scholar - Urban Ecology - Department of Environmental Science, Policy, and
Management

Position overview

Position title: Postdoc Employee

Salary range: The UC academic salary scales set the minimum pay determined by rank and step at
appointment. See the following table(s) for the current salary scale(s) for this position
https://www.ucop.edu/academic-personnel-programs/ files/2024-25/oct-2024-scales/t23.pdf. A
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reasonable estimate for this position is $66,737 - $74,425.
Percent time: 100
Anticipated start: Winter 2025

Position duration: 2 years with the possibility of extension based on performance and availability of
funding.

Application Window
Open date:January 29, 2025

Most recent review date: Wednesday, Feb 12, 2025 at 11:59pm (Pacific Time)
Applications received after this date will be reviewed by the search committee if the position has not
yet been filled.

Final date:Tuesday, Mar 4, 2025 at 11:59pm (Pacific Time)
Applications will continue to be accepted until this date, but those received after the review date will
only be considered if the position has not yet been filled.

Position description

The California Urban Nature Alliance (CUNA) is a collaborative initiative among the San Diego Natural
History Museum, the Natural History Museums of Los Angeles County, the California Academy of
Sciences in San Francisco, and the University of California, Berkeley. Funded by a $800,000 grant
from the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, CUNA aims to promote biodiversity and environmental
equity research across California's major urban areas: San Diego, Los Angeles, and the Bay Area.

The alliance focuses on improving understanding of urban ecology and engaging community scientists
in urban green space initiatives, with a significant focus on San Diego's canyons. CUNA will facilitate
partnerships with policymakers and residents, particularly in under-resourced neighborhoods, to
support urban nature preservation and increase the accessibility of natural spaces. The initiative will
also develop replicable strategies for other cities to coordinate biodiversity conservation in urban
settings, with UC Berkeley's Schell Lab playing a leading role in guiding the program's community-
driven research efforts.

Under the mentorship of the PI, the postdoc will conduct research and provide organizational and
management support to ensure the alliance's success. The postdoc will work on biodiversity monitoring
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efforts in the Bay Area, principally managing the fieldwork and analytical operations of our multi-year
camera trap study, with the goal of publishing several peer-reviewed scientific publications detailing
findings from the region. The postdoc will also be expected to help co-organize and facilitate
environmental equity workshops with all CUNA partners in the years 2025 and 2026, with the first
workshop scheduled for April 2025. Finally, the postdoc will help strengthen the capacity for tissue
specimen collection (namely, coyote and raccoon roadkill samples) and archiving at both the Museum
of Vertebrate Zoology (MVZ) on campus, and the California Academy of Sciences in San Francisco.

Responsibilities:

1. Fieldwork: Providing day-to-day management and oversight of fieldwork operations for wildlife
camera traps in the Bay Area

Fieldwork: Providing day-to-day management and oversight of tissue specimen collection among
the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology and California Academy of Sciences

Data: Curating and organizing multi-year photo database, tagging wildlife photos and videos
Mentoring Graduate and Undergraduate students

Co-creating environmental equity workshops across coalition partners

Providing analytical support for student research

Writing and publishing, taking data that has been collected and utilizing it in publication, with the
goal of publishing several manuscripts as a first and co-author.

no

Noobkow

The prospective postdoctoral scholar will receive comprehensive training, skills, and experiences to
support their continued development as a scholar, educator, and mentor. The candidate will have
ample opportunity to collaborate with other members of the lab and department, both replete with
wildlife and spatial ecologists. Further, the scholar will be included in community meetings, workshops,
and seminars to build their community engagement, and will have the opportunity to network locally in
the Bay Area through the California Academy of Sciences as well as with regional parks and recreation
departments. The scholar will be provided with multiple opportunities to build their mentorship skills
and will have opportunities to give guest lectures. The sum of these experiences will facilitate growth
as an integrative and social-ecological scholar with both technical skills in urban wildlife ecology as well
as effective community engagement abilities.

Qualifications

Basic qualifications (required at time of application)

PhD (or equivalent international degree) or enrolled in a PhD degree program (or equivalent
international degree)
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Additional qualifications (required at time of start)
PhD (or equivalent international degree) by the start date
No more than three years of post-degree research experience by start date

Preferred qualifications

Experience with urban ecology, wildlife ecology, and camera trap fieldwork

Community engagement, environmental justice, and equity experience

Proficiency in occupancy modelling, linear mixed-effects models, and other ecological statistical
approaches.

Proficient in geospatial analyses using ArcGIS, R or similar programming languages.

Experience working with biodiversity data (includes field-collection data from camera trap data,
as well as community science data from repositories like iNaturalist, eBird, and GBIF.

Experience facilitating, leading, or participating in equity-inspired workshops

Moderate exposure and interest in animal behavior methods and approaches, as well as potential
wet lab training.

Application Requirements

Document requirements

Curriculum Vitae - Your most recently updated C.V.
Cover Letter

Reference requirements

3 required (contact information only)

Apply link: https://aprecruit.berkeley.edu/JPF04719

Help contact: seanmc@berkeley.edu

About UC Berkeley

UC Berkeley is committed to diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging. The excellence of the
institution requires an environment in which the diverse community of faculty, students, and staff are
welcome and included. Successful candidates will demonstrate knowledge and skill related to ensuring
equity and inclusion in the activities of their academic position (e.g., teaching, research, and service, as
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applicable).

The University of California, Berkeley is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer. All qualified
applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, age, or protected veteran status.

Please refer to the University of California's Affirmative Action Policy and the University of California's
Anti-Discrimination Policy.

In searches when letters of reference are required all letters will be treated as confidential per
University of California policy and California state law. Please refer potential referees, including when
letters are provided via a third party (i.e., dossier service or career center), to the UC Berkeley
statement of confidentiality prior to submitting their letter.

As a University employee, you will be required to comply with all applicable University policies and/or
collective bargaining agreements, as may be amended from time to time. Federal, state, or local
government directives may impose additional requirements.

As a condition of employment, the finalist will be required to disclose if they are subject to any final
administrative or judicial decisions within the last seven years determining that they committed any
misconduct, are currently being investigated for misconduct, left a position during an investigation for
alleged misconduct, or have filed an appeal with a previous employer.

¢ "Misconduct" means any violation of the policies or laws governing conduct at the applicant's
previous place of employment, including, but not limited to, violations of policies or laws
prohibiting sexual harassment, sexual assault, or other forms of harassment, discrimination,
dishonesty, or unethical conduct, as defined by the employer.

e UC Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment Policy

¢ UC Anti-Discrimination Policy for Employees, Students and Third Parties

e APM - 035: Affirmative Action and Nondiscrimination in Employment

Job location
Berkeley, CA
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To apply, visit https://aprecruit.berkeley.edu/JPF04719

Contact Information

Please reference Academickeys in your cover letter when
applying for or inquiring about this job announcement.

Contact
N/A
University of California Berkeley
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