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Job Title Research Assistant/Associate
Department Agricultural Econ & Rural Sociol
Institution Auburn University
Auburn, Alabama

Date Posted Mar. 31, 2025

Application Deadline Open until filled
Position Start Date Available immediately

Job Categories Research Scientist/Associate
Academic Field(s) Economics

Job Website https://www.auemployment.com/postings/52112

Apply By Email

Job Description

Job Summary

The individual selected for this position will assist in social science research and the dissemination of
social science research findings. The Research Assistant/Associate manages research projects and
corresponds with the research team. The individual also participates in all facets of the research
process—from project design to data collection to data analyzation to writing up of results and
publications to publicly disseminating the research through research and Extension talks. This is a 2-
year limited-term appointment and is funded from external sources. Continuation of employment is
contingent upon availability of funds and skills required, as well as performance.

The University: Auburn was named by Forbes Magazine as one of the state of Alabama’s best
employers, with employees staying an average of ten years! Learn more about Auburn’s impact,
generous employee benefits, and thriving community by visiting aub.ie/working-for-auburn.
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The Community: The Auburn/Opelika area is a page right out of Southern Living magazine with an
idyllic small-town feel, perfecting a unique balance between a close-knit community and driving
consistent growth and development. Paralleling the growth of Auburn University, the Auburn/Opelika
area boasts services and amenities that cater to any interest. We're proud of our top school systems,
city services, award-winning restaurants, and the infectious spirit of life in a college town. You can find
us nestled halfway between the beach and the mountains in a lower-cost-of-living area, two hours
outside of Atlanta or Birmingham. If you're new to Auburn, we’d love to introduce you. If you're already
acquainted with Auburn, we’ll keep it simple: it's time to come home! The City of Auburn website has
information on the community and services that can be accessed at:
https://www.auburnalabama.org/.

Essential Functions
Specific responsibilities include the following:

e Manages research team projects using management software and keeps the team on task and
on time through project oversight. Gives direction to team members, including postdoctoral
fellows, graduate students, and undergraduate students. Trains research team members
(graduate students, undergraduate students, and postdoctoral fellows) as needed for research
activities.

e Schedules research team meetings and data collection activities, interacting with both internal
individuals (faculty, research team members, and University staff) and external individuals
(farmers, rural dwellers, business owners, etc.). Keeps impeccable records of all data collection
activities for projects.

¢ Interviews individuals (farmers, business owners, community members, etc.) and conducts focus
groups for qualitative data collection and writes extensive fieldnotes. Interviews will be conducted
in off-site locations, including on farms, at businesses, and outdoors. Needs extensive knowledge
of production agriculture to elicit quality interviews.

e Codes and analyzes data by conducting both quantitative data analysis using a statistical
analysis software (SPSS, STATA, Python or R) and qualitative data analysis using a Qualitative
Data Analysis Software (MAXQDA Analytics Pro).

e Designs new research projects, overseeing methodological decisions and applying for grants.

e Serves as a community liaison for community engagement efforts to bolster data collection and
data dissemination efforts by interacting with individuals in positions of authority and power, such
as elected officials, business owners, and farm organization presidents and Alabama citizens.

e Communicates research findings externally through community Extension presentations,
Extension workshops, and research presentations, as well as internally to research team
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members through regular team updates and presentations.

o Writes research findings in journal articles and popular press publications.

o Writes Extension publications from research findings and existing data for public dissemination.

e Conducts all remaining data collection and analysis activities such as writing and completing IRB
forms and overseeing that part of the project process, transcribing interviews and fieldnotes,
cleansing uncoded quantitative data, etc.
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