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Job Title Assistant Extension Professor of Horticulture
Department 81110:Horticulture
Institution University of Kentucky
Lexington, Kentucky

Date Posted Nov. 9, 2023

Application Deadline Open until filled
Position Start Date Available immediately

Job Categories Assistant Professor

Academic Field(s) Horticulture
Agricultural Extension

Job Website https://ukjobs.uky.edu/postings/497502

Apply By Email

Job Description

The Department of Horticulture (http://www.uky.edu/hort/) seeks to fill a twelve-month, Extension
Title Series (tenure eligible) Assistant Professor position. This position will involve all aspects of the
Land-Grant mission and has an expected distribution of effort (DOE) 80% extension, 15% teaching,
and 5% service and is subject to annual agreement. The anticipated start date is January 1. 2024.

Extension efforts will support current and emerging CEA specialty crops production systems and
producers in Kentucky and beyond, including: greenhouse production; indoor farming systems; and/or
other novel controlled environment applications. The expectations for this position are to develop a
nationally recognized Cooperative Extension Service program in CEA production with an emphasis on
specialty crop contributions to human health, funded by competitive external grants that result in peer-
reviewed publications. The candidate will develop scholarly Extension publications and resources, as
well as build, maintain, and lead impactful internal and external collaborations and partnerships. This
faculty member will work in an interdisciplinary environment with faculty, students, staff, and Extension
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professionals within the Department, University, and the Cooperative Extension Service, and will
contribute to the College’s strategic plan goals of producing innovative solutions through
multidisciplinary collaboration. This is a on-going investment area with substantial investment already
made in the infrastructure to have the faculty member make immediate impacts.

Successful candidates will exhibit a strong desire and commitment to quality teaching and student
mentorship. Currently, the teaching component will involve being the lead instructor of a single course
and making contributions to at least one additional course each year. Other responsibilities would
include mentoring undergraduate and graduate students. The Department’s Horticultural Science
undergraduate program trains the next generation of plant scientists and specialty crop producers.
Departmental faculty are also involved in two nationally recognized interdisciplinary

undergraduate programs: Sustainable Agriculture and Community Food Systems and
Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology. The Arboretum, State Botanical Garden of Kentucky is
part of the campus with a mission to showcase Kentucky landscapes and serve as a resource center
for environmental and horticultural education, research, and conservation.

Qualifications:A PhD in horticulture or plant science or closely related field is required. Candidates
are expected to possess, or be willing to develop, knowledge, and skills related to horticultural
production in controlled environments. The individual should demonstrate the ability to function as a
team leader as well as within a team and to communicate effectively.

Salary and Fringe Benefits: Salary is open and competitive. The faculty member is eligible for a
generous benefits package with diverse rewards, focusing on employee total well-being. Benefit
options include health, dental, and vision insurance. Employees receive term life insurance equal to
their annual salary and may purchase additional amounts at favorable group rates. In the University
retirement plan, the individual contribution of 5% of salary is matched by a 10% contribution by the
university, with a 3-year vesting period. The university offers a variety of wellness and well-being
programs. Additional information and updates to benefits can be found at:
https://hr.uky.edu/insurance-and-retirement/health-insurance-and-benefits.

Application:Applications should be submitted byNovember 30, 2023, for full consideration while the
position will remain open until filled. Please use the University of Kentucky’s electronic application
process to apply. The application should include a letter of interest that outlines the candidate’s
approach to the position’s qualifications, responsibilities, and vision for innovative and impactful
extension and instructional program that address existing and emerging issues for a diverse and
inclusive community, followed by a career curriculum vita, and conclude with the name, address, email,
and phone number for three references.
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Contact Information

Please reference Academickeys in your cover letter when
applying for or inquiring about this job announcement.
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